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Brownfield Assessments
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This session will cover the Department’s 
Brownfield Assessment Program

3 Speakers:
Catherine Jones:  What is an Environmental 

Assessment? Why do you need one? How 
you can get one for free?

Desiree Pigford:  How to fill out the application 
and the processes involved with applying for 
an assessment

Bill Lindsey:  What is a Phase I and Phase II 
assessment
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Brownfield Assessments
(or Environmental Site Assessment)

What is a Phase I 
Environmental Site 
Assessment, or ESA,
and what is its 
purpose?
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Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment

History of the property 
Conducted by an experienced 
Environmental Professional
Possible environmental 
contamination (recognized 
environmental conditions)
Hazardous Substances – Petroleum 
products

In the Soil
In Groundwater
In Structures
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Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment

Brownfields / Voluntary Cleanup Program  (BVCP)
Cooperative agreement with 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Conducts Assessments of properties for  

Cities
Counties
Quasi-governmental entities 
Regional Planning Commissions
Not For Profit organizations.

The Assessment program provides funding to pay 
for environmental assessments prior to 
redevelopment.
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Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment

Acquire contaminated properties through 
Foreclosure for back taxes 
Land donations 
Own property for sale

The applicant does not have to own the property
The eligible entity may request the assessment on 
behalf of a developer or the private property owner.
Not for the potentially responsible party
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Phase II 
Environmental Site Assessment

Only if Recognized Environmental Conditions  
are identified
Eligibility same as Phase I
Determine if contaminants are present
Extent of contamination
Intrusive - Samples

If Recognized Environmental Conditions  are 
NOT identified - Phase II is not needed
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Why Are Assessments Important?

Provide certainty 
Risks of ownership 
Assess the potential liability associated with a 
commercial property prior to a sale
Understand the nature of cleanup costs for

Redevelopment
Change of land use

Due Diligence – CERCLA
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CERCLA and All Appropriate Inquiry

Comprehensive Environmental  Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act of 1980

Superfund
May be responsible for remediation
All Appropriate Inquiry – A standard
Due Diligence
Liability Protection
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Should an Environmental Assessment be 
done on every property?   

Before After
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Assessments are Good!

Ease Fears
Banks Require one
Condition of Loan
Liability Protection
Valuable Information
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Where Are The Brownfields?

Find out with an Area 
Wide Inventory
Preliminary Inventory
Specific Part of Town
Same eligibility as 
Phase I and II
Same cost – Free!
Get ready for Phase I 
Assessments
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Area Wide Inventory

Focused Inventory
Gas stations
Dry cleaners
Any other specific sites
Specific area of town

Helps with 
Community Planning 
Funding Discussions
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Sources for
Environmental Site Assessments

Missouri DNR –
BVCP
EPA Targeted 
Brownfield 
Assessments
EPA – Competitive 
Grants
Other Grants or Loans
Private Funds



15

Why come to DNR/BVCP 
for your assessments?

•Free for eligible entities
•Easy application process
•Non-Competitive
•Don’t have to be the owner
•Frees up funds for other things
•Establish a track record 
•DNR Project Manager oversight
•Transition to BVCP
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Application Process

Desiree Pigford
Planner

Missouri Department of Natural Resources
Brownfields/Voluntary Cleanup Program
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To have an assessment done on a property 
you will need to submit a Brownfields 
Assessment Application

To get an application…

We can mail, email or fax it to you.  To request call 573-526-8913
We can bring it to you and meet with you about our programs

Call Catherine Jones at 573-526-8913
You can also find the Brownfields Assessment Application online
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Go to www.missouribrownfields.com, scroll down to “BVCP Publications”
and click on “Brownfield Assessment Application”

Click on link

Directly below you will also find the “Brownfield Site-Specific Fact Sheet” that 
has additional information on our Assessment Program
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Applicant Name: 
Should be a 
government or a 
not-for-profit 
entity

Site Name: A way 
to refer to the 
property.  You 
can use past use 
or future use, 
please do not 
use an address

“Current Site 
Ownership”
should be 
person 
currently on 
deed 

Applicant cannot be the PRP (potential responsible party)
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Under this section you are going to tell us any rumors 
or the reasons why this site is thought contaminated

Any 
historic 
mining 
activites?

Any 
enforcement 
action from 
MDNR or 
EPA?

Could the 
applicant ever 
be considered 
responsible for 
contaminating 
property 

Just aware, 
don’t have 
to 
necessarily 
look for

How is the site currently 
zoned (e.g. residential, 
industrial etc.)
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What has the property 
been used for in the 
past (e.g. gas station, 
restaurant etc)

To your 
knowledge, has 
an 
environmental 
assessment 
ever been 
completed on 
this property

Most likely this is going to 
be because of perceived 
liability or the extra cost 
(perceived) of cleaning 
suspected contamination

What do you want this property to 
be when it grows up?   
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How is the proposed redevelopment on this 
project going to be possible (financially)?   
(e.g Tax Credits, private development, 
donations, community work, etc)

This could be jobs created, 
community use, removal of a 
blighted area etc.
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The “site name” should be the same as is 
used on the first page of the application

This document must accompany the application and must be filled 
out by the CURRENT  owner of the property
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The Application Process

Approximately 3-4 weeks
Site eligibility is checked
Project Manager is assigned
Work is awarded after bids are received from 
contractors
Work starts…
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Statewide Contract

For more information on the Environmental 
Assessments (Phase I & II) statewide 
contract  

Rebecca Brinkley
Phone: (573) 751-5341

E-Mail: rebecca.brinkley@oa.mo.gov
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If you have any questions or need 
assistance completing the application, 

contact Desiree Pigford or 
Catherine Jones at 573-526-8913
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Assessments in Detail

Bill Lindsey
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BVCP Project Managers

• Expertise available
• Help translate the meaning of the reports
• Maintain Records
• Issue Summary Letters
• Findings and recommendations.
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BVCP Project Managers

Carey Bridges, RG

Acting Section Chief

Scott Huckstep

DERT Unit Chief
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BVCP Project Managers

Brian McCurren, PE Jennifer Surber

Jennifer Kehrle Jennifer Lamons



31

BVCP Project Managers

Dave Kindelspire
DERT Specialist

Vicky Kugler
DERT Specialist

Chris Cady, PhD

Christine O’Keefe
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More Information

Catherine Jones
Brownfields / Voluntary Cleanup Section

573-526-4725
Catherine.Jones@dnr.mo.gov
www.MissouriBrownfields.com


