Fiscal Year 2010 Technical Assistance Projects were completed for 13 Missouri businesses.
Arcobasso Foods, Inc. (St. Louis) was awarded $6,000 towards a $12,000 project to identify alternatives to disposal of “fat cakes” that can be generated in the company’s production of restaurant recipe salad dressings and other projects.  Arcobasso is currently installing equipment to remove fat from its waste water so that the water can be accepted by MSD and would like to find a market for the pressed fat cakes that can be created in this process. This project intends to help the company identify a market for the fat cakes and develop the press process.  

Caterpillar High Performance Hose Group (Pomona) was awarded $3,400 towards a $10,800 project to complete a feasibility study to evaluate the potential for recycling waste and scrap rubber materials generated in the manufacture of rubber hose products.  There are limited options for recycling steel reinforced rubber products and car shredding companies that used to accept the material no longer do.  This project intends to investigate emerging technologies for rubber recovery and evaluate whether there is a system that can be used by the company.  

Advanced Concepts Technology LLC (Willard) was awarded $3,000 towards a $10,000 project to conduct a feasibility study for a new highway center cable support post. The post is made from recycled scrap tire rubber and is believed to be strong, durable, and safer than the metal and wood posts presently used in highway median “wire and post” divider systems.  The project would assess the company’s plan for using waste tires and assist with the development of a marketing plan. 

Earthwise Engineered Wall Systems (Lake Saint Louis) was awarded $6,000 towards a $12,000 project to develop ways to locate and utilize recycled polypropylene and fly ash in the manufacture of it Insulated Concrete Forms (ICF).  ICF is a method for creating exterior walls with expanded polystyrene forms and an interior tie system.  The interior ribs (known as “ties”) are stacked together and filled with concrete, creating a highly efficient building. Earthwise is one of the most recognized providers of ICF systems, which is becoming increasingly popular due to its “green” benefits. This project will assist Earthwise in finalizing the formula to determine the best combination of waste and virgin polypropylene and percentage fly ash in its patent-pending tie design.  

Johnson Controls (Kansas City) was awarded $3,000 towards a $9,800 project to identify markets or customers for waste Styrofoam generated in its automobile seat assembly operation.  Johnson Controls produces about 5,980 pounds of Styrofoam waste each year and has found no alternatives to landfilling for the material.  This project intends to assist the company in identifying potential markets and will review any processing or equipment needs necessary to recovering the scrap.  

Happy Apple Company (Union) was awarded $5,000 towards a $10,000 project to explore alternatives to landfilling waste apple pomace generated in its cider production operation.  Happy Apple Company has produced apple based products that are sold in grocery stores nationwidefor more than 50 years. The cider product, made at the Missouri facility, generates approximately 200 tons of waste apple pomace solids that are currently land applied.  This project intends to examine whether the material could be dried and used as an animal feed additive.  

Firmenich, Inc. (St. Louis) was awarded $5,000 towards a $10,000 project to determine alternatives to disposal for waste vanilla and coffee beans that are used to make the flavorings and fragrances that make up a majority of the over 1,500 SKUs in its St. Louis product mix.  Firmenich, a family-owned company headquartered in Switzerland, estimates they currently landfill over fifty metric tons of the bean waste each year.  

St. Louis Help (St. Louis) was awarded $4,000 towards an $8,000 project to assist the company in identifying ways to expand its current operation.  St. Louis Help provides individuals with mobility problems access to free assistive technology medical equipment through a recycle and reuse program. The not-for-profit organization believes there are growing numbers of potential customers and this project will explore how the program can be expanded.  

Freiezo (St. Peters) was awarded $3,000 towards an $8,000 project to conduct a technical investigation of possible recycled plastic materials that could be used to manufacture shrouded vertical axis wind turbines for electrical power generation. Freiezo is in the final development of the new product and believe each unit could use ten pounds of recovered plastic if a plastic blend is identified that can meet various requirements. This project would review plastics availability and suitability. 

Hardwoods of Missouri (Birch Tree) was awarded $5,000 towards a $10,000 project to conduct a feasibility study of using domestic wood dust and chips to manufacture backers for a “100 year” laminate flooring currently being produced in China. The company currently sends wood flooring pieces to China where they are backed. The new owners of Hardwoods of Missouri believe the backing could be done in Missouri from waste wood generated in the state, allowing the company to add seventy new full time jobs to its production line.  

Ozark Foothills Regional Planning Commission (Poplar Bluff) was awarded $5,000 towards a $10,000 project to examine the viability of existing markets for materials collected at its recycling facility and to explore additional opportunities in material collection and marketing.  The recycling facility is operated by the Ozark Foothills Regional Planning Commission through funds available to the RPC through the Missouri Solid Waste Management Fund.  A recent area landfill closure has changed the distribution of this fund so that the OFRPC no longer receives enough funding to continue operation of the recycling facility.  .
Lambert – St. Louis International Airport (St. Louis) was awarded $9,000 towards a $13,000 project to create a plan to identify food waste collection and recycling improvements.  Lambert has been a strong supporter of waste minimization and recycling of waste materials at the airport but has been unable to arrive at a workable food waste collection and recycling program.  In partnership with Solid Waste Management District L, this project intends to review operations, develop a plan of action, and implement a pilot project. 

KTSI, Inc. (Kansas City) was awarded $7,000 towards a $10,000 project to research textile recycling operations for a cooperative of “cut and sew” manufacturers in Missouri.  KTSI is interested in building a center at which textile manufacturing, innovation and recycling can occur.  The company is interested in recovering textiles to be used in its existing product lines for the military and the automotive industry.  This project intends to examine the feasibility of the proposed textile center and research cut and sew manufacturers in the state.  
