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Frederich Wilhelm and Lisette Ahmann
with their children. Gottfried is seated at the far right.
Photo courtesey of Thomas Ahmann.

Frederick W. Ahmann and Wife, Lisette, settled on their 153-acre farm just three miles
from Marthasville, and near the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad. There, the Ahmanns had
eleven children, with only three surviving to adulthood — Matilda, Frederick Gottfried (known as
Gottfried) and Frederick Wilhelm. (Portrait & Biographical Record of Warren County, MO, 20).

Gottfried attended Central Wesleyan College and became the Surveyor of Warren
County. He is credited with building the first steel bridge in the county. In 1902, Gottfried opened
his store at 203 Depot Street. The local newspaper, the Marthasville Record, noted the event
with this brief mention: “The Marthasville Hardware Co. a new firm that has opened up with a
new line of up-to-date Hardware and Farm Machinery in their new building are now open for
business.” (Local Pick-ups, March 7, 1902) In addition to selling hardware, the store boasted a
variety of farm supplies, implements and even wagons and buggies. (See photos 1, 2 and 3).
Several advertisements from the Marthasville Record in 1902 show the breadth of Ahmann’s
offerings, including “a good farm wagon for $50.00,” “superior stoves and ranges for sale,” “The
Wearing Body Paint” and “Elwood woven wire fencing for hogs, lawns or yard fencing.” (Local
Pick-ups, August 29, 1902) Gottfried Ahmann even sold large items, such as buggies, as
evidenced by this notice in the Marthasville Record, “The Marthasville Hardware Company
received a car load of buggies and surreys Monday.” (Local Pick-ups, January 1902) These
were stored on the second floor of the building, where the large, open space made a perfect
showroom. (See photo 3). Perhaps the most interesting item offered at the Marthasville
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Hardware Company was the Hupmobile Car, for which Ahmann was the only merchant in
Marthasville and the surrounding areas of the Charrette and Pinckney Townships.

{ Marthasville
5 Hardware Company

Agency for THE HUPMOBILE CAR in Charrette and Pinckney Township
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The Wearing Body Paint :
Made by PLATSTT‘&]."I:';{’?'R:.B;{R‘EH PAINT CO.

Marthasville Hardware Co.

WEARING BODY PAINT is s prodoet we ofler
as the hest. Itis mule fiom the best known psint
materialm and contaios only Strictly Pure Uar-
hooste of Lenyl, Strictly Fure Oxide of Zine,
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and coloring matter. MARTHASVILLE, MO,

T T e T P Yy O [ T R TR AR | N TR ey =y oy K
Advertisement from the Marthasville Record, 1902.
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F G. AHMAINN Established in 1902 F. W. AHMANN

DEALERS IN

Hardware, Graniteware, Cutlery

Agents for “Good Enough” and “Best Ever” Sulky Plows, Missouri Plow Co.’s and
John Deere Light Draft Sulky and Walking Plows—the best light draft Plows, known f
the world over. McCormick Self Binder, Adriance Self Binder, and the Johnston
Self Binder; also, their respective Mowers and Sulky Rakes. Henry and Anchor
Buggies. Agency for the Cushman Gasoline Engine, made by the Cushman Motor
Worlis, Lincoln, Neb., the only successful engine on the market to-day that will suc-
cessfully operate vour self binder, do your wood sawing, churn your butter, turn
the washing machine, pump your water, and weighing only 190 pounds.

We have had our "ups and downs"—we have enjoyed big business years, and we
have experienced years with little business—climatic conditions, weather, crops, and
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our own human frailties govern and measure that. Thanking our customers and
friends for the confidence and good will bestowed on us in the past, our future
motto shall be: WILL TRY AND SERVE YOU BETTER.

Marthasville Hardware Co.

MARTHASVILLE, MISSOURI
V=
Advertisement from the Marthasville Record, c. 1910.
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The Marthasville Hardware business flourished for over 25 years under the direction of
Gottfried Ahmann, until the Great Depression of the 1930’s. Ahmann, like so many American
businessmen, was dramatically affected by the financial hardships of the time and was forced
to sell the hardware building to the MFA.

From 1930 to the present, the building has changed ownership several times, housing
such businesses as a farm supply and a grocery store. But its historic significance is tied to its
beginnings as a hardware and general store business, located in the heart of a bustling and
growing rural community along the Missouri River and MKT railline.

The Marthasville Hardware building was then, as it is now, the largest example of com-
mercial building trends which were popular at the turn of the century. The Marthasville Hardware
Co. was housed in an attractive new building which featured elaborate decorations of stylized
dolphins, shells and other designs which were previously unseen on buildings in the area. For
this reason, the hardware building’'s fagade was a novelty, which showcased Mesker Bros.
stamped steel designs. These panels could be ordered from a catalog to enhance the
appearance of otherwise plain structures, then shipped via railway to the buyer. (See figures 1
and 2)

The Mesker business of creating and selling stamped steel ornamenta-tion originated in
Evansuville, Indiana, about 1859, where John Bernard Mesker estab-lished his sheet metal
business. His sons, George L., Bernard Thomas and Frank learned the trade from their father
and continued his business. Two of the brothers, Bernard and Frank, moved to St. Louis, where
they started the Mesker Bros. Iron Works in the 1870s; while George stayed in Evansville and
continued his father’'s company under the name of the Geo. L. Mesker Company. (lllinois
Historic Preservation Agency, www.gotmesker.com)

It was from the Mesker Bros. Iron Works that Gottfried Ahmann purchased his
distinctive storefront. The nameplate included with the ornamental panels can still be seen on
the building as part of one of the front columns attached to the building. (See photo 7). The
Mesker Bros.’ catalog, from 1902, featured over 130 possible storefront designs, with
measurements and descriptions of each steel panel. Their in-catalog promotion read:

“We have made the manufacture of Complete House Fronts our specialty and have
successfully introduced them throughout the United States and Canada. We claim for
our fronts as chief advantages, economy in price, artistic and modern design, durability,
perfect and practical construction.” (Mesker Bros. catalog, 1902)

A photograph of the front of the Marthasville Hardware building taken between 1902 and
1904 depicts its many examples of the Mesker Bros. handiwork. (See photo 1) Although the
company'’s catalog featured many options for entire storefront designs, the stamped steel
panels could be ordered individually, which allowed for thousands of possible combinations. It is
this versatility which made the Mesker Bros. Products so appealing. The Marthasville Hardware
building is unique in its facade, because it is a combination of many of the Mesker Bros.
stamped steel elements, instead of a standard storefront package as shown in the 1902
catalog.
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Figure 1. Storefront No. 130 from the Mesker Bros. Iron
Works catalog, 1902.
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Figure 2. Storefront No. 124 from the Mesker Bros. Iron
Works catalog, 1902.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 (8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _8 Page __ 11 Marthasville Hardware Building
Warren County, Missouri

A detail of the designs on the second story of the Marthasville Hardware building can be seen
in Photo 6. This front is similar in design to storefront numbers 124 and 130 (See Figures 1 and
2) of the Mesker Bros. 1902 catalog. Both fronts feature stylized dolphins and other signature
Mesker Bros. designs between the upper windows. Storefront No. 130, like the Marthasville
Hardware building, also has decorative columns toward the outside edges of the building and
between the center windows.

Above the windows, there are several bands with various designs. The lower bands are two
smooth bands, one wide, one narrow. The stamped steel panels directly above the smooth
bands mimic rough-cut brick. It is in this area that one of the many possible variations of the
Mesker designs can be seen. On the Marthasville Hardware building, unlike the catalog
examples, the brick section includes an area for signage. Directly above the brick-like panels,
the facade of the Marthasville Hardware building is very much like storefront No. 130, with a row
of a repeating shell design, an extruded cornice above and a row of columns along the top.
Although the front patterns on the building are similar to Mesker storefront No. 130, the upper
portion of the building at 203 Depot Street includes an attractive cornice, which is much like
storefront No. 124,

It is evident that Gottfried Ahmann wanted his building to be unique, choosing many different
elements from the Mesker Bros. catalog, instead of a pre-made storefront. Although his
building is not the only example of Mesker ornamentation in the area, Ahmann’s structure is
distinctive and its impressive size makes the building stand out in Marthasville’s commercial
district. A neighboring building also displays Mesker designs, but they are less ornate and were
actually manufactured by the Geo. L. Mesker Company. The Marthasville Hardware building,
due to its size and its well-preserved Mesker designs, is still as eye-catching today as it must
have been when it was first built over 100 years ago. Its construction and early history embody
the rich commercial heritage of Marthasville as well as the development of many thriving rural
towns along the MKT railway of the early 1900’s.
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Verbal Boundary Description
All of Lot 6 of Lageman’s Addition to Marthasville, Warren County, Missouri.

Boundary Justification

The current boundaries include all of the land presently and historically associated with
the Marthasville Hardware building.

Photographs

Marthasville Hardware Building
Warren County, Missouri

Photo 1: photographer unknown, 1902-1904, front view of building with camera facing north.

Photo 2: photographer unknown, 1902-1904, inside view of first floor of building and mer-
chandise for sale.

Photo 3: photographer unknown, 1902-1904, inside view of second floor of building with
buggies for purchase.

Photos 4 through 8 were taken by Edward Barry in 2006.

Photo 4: front of building with original Mesker Bros. facade and Marthasville Hardware Co.
signage, looking northwest.

Photo 5: east elevation, looking west northwest
Photo 6: west elevation, looking northeast
Photo 7: rear of building sowing carport and non-contributing garage building, looking east.

Photo 8: Interior, first floor, looking south.





